
SEVENTH-GRADE SUMMER READING 2007 

Below you will find a sheet outlining your responsibility to read three assigned books over the 
summer. You will take tests over these books during the first week of classes in August. The 
scoring for these tests and their effect on your quarter average are explained on that sheet.   

Summer reading is important for several reasons. First, every well-educated person should make 
reading a part of his leisure activities. Reading is informative and entertaining, and habitual 
reading will make you a better writer, conversationalist, public speaker, scholar, and thinker.  

More immediately, the three Summer Reading texts are incorporated into the classwork we do in 
Seventh-Grade English. Each of you will be writing essays about three books. In preparation for 
writing these essays, think about the following ideas as you read:   

1)  What are the main events in The Hound of the Baskervilles? If I had to summarize 
this book’s plot very briefly, what would be the most important details?                   
2)  Which character in ____(one of the summer-reading books that I chose to read) 
interests me most and why? What are his or her primary character traits? What three 
traits form the most important elements of his or her personality? What specific 
behaviors reveal these traits in the character?  
3)  What is the theme, or main idea, in ____(one of the summer-reading books I 
chose)? What main opinion about life, human nature, our society, or the way the world 
works is the author trying to communicate? What details are included in the book to 
suggest this theme to the reader?  

Hardly anyone has a perfect memory. Be sure to take notes as you read, either in a notebook or 
in the book itself. Several months may go by before you write some of these essays, so leave 
yourself some detailed reminders to review so that you will not have to reread the books entirely.  

Be sure to take notes also in preparation for the Summer Reading tests. Circle or highlight 
character names, settings, main plot details, and other important specifics that might become part 
of multiple-choice questions on the tests.  

ANY COMPLETE EDITION IS SATISFACTORY. 
 

REQUIRED reading for all seventh-graders:  

Arthur Conan Doyle. The Hound of the Baskervilles. 

CHOOSE TWO additional books from the following list: 

Skellig, by David Almond  
Unhappy about his baby sister's illness and the chaos of moving into a dilapidated old house, 
Michael retreats to the garage and finds a mysterious stranger who is something like a bird and 
something like an angel. 

Sounder, by William Armstrong 
“A landmark in children's literature. . . Sounder traces the keen sorrow and the abiding faith of a 
poor African-American boy in the 19th-century South. The boy's father is a sharecropper, 
struggling to feed his family in hard times. Night after night, he and his great coon dog, Sounder, 
return to the cabin empty-handed. Then, one morning, almost like a miracle, a sweet-smelling 
ham is cooking in the family's kitchen. At last the family will have a good meal. But that night, an 
angry sheriff and his deputies come, and the boy's life will never be the same.” 



Crispin: The Cross of Lead, by Avi 
The 2003 Newbery Award Winner and New York Times Best-seller. "Avi's latest novel is superb 
combination of mystery, historical fiction, and a coming-of-age tale... Breathlessly paced, 
beautifully written, and filled with details of life in the Middle Ages, this compelling novel is one of 
Avi's finest." 

The Watsons Go to Birmingham, Christopher Paul Curtis 
“Enter the hilarious world of 10-year-old Kenny and his family, the Weird Watsons of Flint, 
Michigan. There's Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta, Kenny, and Byron, who's 13 and an official 
"juvenile delinquent. " When Momma and Dad decide it's time for a visit to Grandma, Dad comes 
home with the amazing Ultra Glide, and the Watsons set out on a trip like no other. They're 
heading south. They're going to Birmingham, Alabama, toward one of the darkest moments in 
American history.” 

A Day No Pigs Would Die, Robert Newton Peck 
”To a thirteen-year-old Vermont farm boy whose father slaughters pigs for a living, maturity 
comes early as he learns ‘doing what's got to be done,’ especially regarding his pet pig who 
cannot produce a litter. ‘With plenty of Yankee common sense and dry wit and some pathos as 
the boy at 13 takes on the duties of a man. For boys of this age and for the young of any age.’”   

(Note: We are indebted to The Oxford Companion to American Literature and to Amazon.com for some of the 
descriptions.) 


