
May 17, 2006 
 
 
Dear Parents of Algebra I Students, 
 
The MUS Mathematics Department is in the process of placing students in appropriate mathematics 
courses for next year.  As you probably know, current Algebra I students will take a course in geometry 
next year.  We have two levels of geometry – regular and accelerated, and we want to make sure that we 
place each student in the course that would best suit his needs.   
 
One of our tools for predicting success in Accelerated Geometry is a qualifying test that we offer each 
year.  The purpose of this test is to determine your son's Algebra I achievement and geometry aptitude.  
However, success in the accelerated mathematics program at MUS also depends upon other qualities. For 
placement and success in Accelerated Geometry, students should have good grades in Algebra I (A’s in 
regular classes or at least B’s in accelerated classes).  Other qualities that the accelerated math teachers 
have found important for success in their classes are listed below. 
 

• Intellectual curiosity 
• Willingness to go beyond what is required 
• Strong work ethic 
• Ability to think more abstractly than peers 
• Willingness to spend extra time each day in preparation for class 
• Test preparation skills 
• Good class participation 
 

If you and your son’s teacher agree that Accelerated Geometry could be right for your son, and he is 
willing to do the extra work necessary to succeed in the accelerated program, you should consider having 
him take our Geometry Placement Test. This placement test is just one of the requirements for placement 
in the class.  Teacher recommendations and grades will also be considered.   
 
Your son may take the Geometry Placement Test on Thursday, May 25, from 12:30 – 2:00 p.m. in the 
Hull Lower School. We will have pizza and dessert for everyone at 11:30, so feel free to bring your son 
early to have lunch with us or just have him stay after his morning classes. If your son is unable to attend 
on May 25, we are offering an alternate date, Friday, June 2, from 9:00 – 10:30 a.m. 
  
If you are interested in having your son take this test, please call the Lower School Office at 260 –1360 to 
set up an appointment for one of these dates.  Also, please feel free to contact your son's mathematics 
teacher with any questions or concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Nancy Gates 
Mathematics Department Chair 
 
 


