
July 18, 2008 
 
Dear Seventh-Grade Parents and Students: 
 
            Welcome Class of 2014 and your families to MUS!  I am very excited to get to know all of you 
and to see you boys succeed at the region's finest boys’ preparatory school. As you get ready for the 
beginning of school, I want to hit four major topics to get the year underway smoothly. I do not write 
home often, so this transmission is intended to cover a lot of ground. Please read carefully and schedule 
accordingly. There may be a quiz! 
 
 1. Books and school supplies will be sold on Friday, August 8, from 9:00–11:00 a.m., or at any of the 
book sale sessions that follow. AT THIS TIME, WE DO NOT ACCEPT CREDIT CARDS. Please bring 
a check or cash. 
 
School supplies: Because most of our courses have more than one teacher, it is difficult for us to put 
together a definitive supply list. There are a few items that all our students need:  paper (either loose-leaf 
or spiral notebooks), blue or black pens, red pens, pencils, highlighters, index cards, and a TI-83+ or TI-
84+ (regular or silver edition) calculator. You will also need to buy an MUS assignment book.  
 
Directions to the book sale: enter at the guard gate on Ridgeway Road at Primacy Parkway and park in 
the main lot facing the south doors of the Sue Hyde Gymnasium. We'll have plenty of friendly students 
around to help you find your way. (A very good map of our campus is on the school's Web site 
(http://www.musowls.org/aboutmus/campus.html).  Reminder: to be eligible to receive schedules and 
buy books, tuition must be paid. 
 
Aside from books and supplies, there is a fine selection of spirit wear on hand at the sale, so please come 
prepared. If you are unable to attend the book sale session, you may send someone in your place, or you 
may buy books on August 11, 12, or 13 (11:30 a.m.–1:30 p.m.). The procedure is that you are welcome 
to come buy books after your assigned date, but not before. 
 
 2. Evening orientation meeting for parents, a.k.a., Parent Camp, is set for Thursday, August 7, from 
5:30−7:00 p.m. We will attempt to anticipate your questions and concerns by providing brief 
descriptions of necessary information and a Q&A from the usual gallery of seasoned teachers in 
attendance, offering you their cumulative stories and perceptions gleaned from many seasons with 
adolescent boys. Also, you will leave with a Quick-Guide MUS Orientation Manual.  I hope all of you 
will be able to attend or at least to send one parental representative. Please meet in the Dunavant Lecture 
Hall in the Hull Lower School, north of the baseball field. We will provide sandwiches and bottled 
water. The seventh grade football team should be having football practice during our meeting, so if that 
practice pertains to your family, you just received some free babysitting. 
 
3. Owl Camp, August 13-18:  you should have already received the brochure.  It’s an entire week of 
orientation activities during the first week of school. Owl Camp begins with two nights at Camp Bear 
Track. We leave for Camp Bear Track on Wednesday, August 13, after lunch and return Friday, August 
15, in the afternoon. Wednesday, August 13, is also the first day of school − Convocation Day.  
Everyone must wear a coat and tie for Convocation Day.  We'll take the boys’ yearbook pictures before 
lunch, so get 'em spruced up and that hair high and tight right off the bat. We will then change clothes, 
put our stuff away in our new heavy-duty lockers, serve the boys lunch, and then leave for Camp Bear 



Track. All camp luggage will be stowed in an orderly fashion upon your son’s arrival at the first day of 
school, so drop off your son and his stuff by 8:00 a.m. on August 13 at the Lower School. 
 
We leave for Camp Bear Track in chartered buses from the east side of the Lower School parking lot at 
1:30 p.m. on Wednesday, August 13, after lunch. We return to MUS before 5 p.m. Friday, August 15. 
Upon the return from Arkansas, the kids usually start the cell phone calls from the bridge, so you'll 
know our progress. The cell phone is the only electronic device they are allowed to take on the 
bus…that's right…the boys will have to speak to each other via their carbon-based selves. We keep the 
cell phones in a box, turned off, until that glorious moment during the return trip when we start our 
Mississippi River crossing. It's just one old-school tool in our deliberate toolbox that reinforces some of 
what we are attempting to nurture in the Lower School's culture. Enclosed is a list of what to bring, and 
what not to bring, to Camp Bear Track, together with the medical form that must be completed and 
returned by August 7. 
 
Lower School Counselor, Mrs. Catherine Schuhmacher, along with some great MUS seniors, and the 
excellent and professional Camp Bear Track staff, have planned a quality camp experience for the Class 
of 2014 with two main goals: 

1. For the boys representing some 30 different schools to begin to get to know each other well; 
2. For the boys to begin developing an understanding of what being an MUS student is all about.  

 
The cost of the trip is $250, billed to parents. Students who qualify for financial aid will be billed 
according to their aid percentage. You will find a permission slip and a health information sheet 
enclosed with this letter. Please sign and return the permission slip and health form to the Lower School 
office during Parent Camp or after the book sale on Friday, August 8. Camp Bear Track requires the 
signed form. 
 
On Monday and Tuesday of Owl Camp, August 18 and 19, we introduce the regular school day schedule 
(8:10 a.m., seated in homeroom, to the 3:15 p.m. bell), where students meet their teachers to become 
acquainted and learn classroom expectations. Some of the areas we want to expose them to this week are 
an effective approach to the academic side of MUS, our rotating schedule, the Honor System, the 
leadership history and expectation of MUS, computer use/misuse, Library and lab facilities, getting 
around campus, discipline, and the sure-to-be-popular Wednesday Morning Early School curriculum 
adjustment for boys who, well, to quote Fleetwood Mac, choose to "Go their own way." 
 
4. Please read our Lower School Blog. It is on our Web site at: http://musowls.blogs.com. It is your 
contact for schedule updates, daily news, photos, offering a glimpse of the “Days of our Lives” in the 
Lower School.  Log on to the site and mark it as a favorite for easy access. You can set it so that update 
alerts come to you as well. I suggest you read some of the previous entries just to get a sense of the 
culture of our quaint operation. The blog can answer a lot of questions before phone calls and e-mails 
are necessary. 
 
Whew…that's it for now. I know this is an exciting, yet anxious, time for you as middle-school parents. 
Just be glad you're not thirteen again! Just kidding. Well, no, actually I'm not. It's hard being young, as 
we all remember. We teachers know well what anxiety the boys often carry, the various faces they wear 
masking their nervousness. Your little boys are growing up. They mature at different seasons at this age, 
and we anticipate the inconsistency, the volatility. 
 



Our advice to you: get your hearts and minds prepped. Things are about to change. This is a major 
transition to our “junior high school”, the massive annual migration into MUS that we see at the 
beginning of every year. Just relax…we're professionals! All the faculty and staff at MUS are committed 
to doing the best we can to educate − and to take care of − your maturing sons. We love our jobs. We 
have a lot of fun, as well. Soon, we will learn to love your sons, and our enthusiasm for what happens 
here will become infectious. My hope is that you grow to trust us, under the sweet providence of God, to 
train up this class into well-rounded young men of strong moral character, consistent with the school's 
Christian tradition. It is a long process, this school thing, and the first third of their MUS journey is on 
our watch. It just so happens we get the joyous years of 12-14.  I mean it more each year as I continue to 
write this letter. We approach our charges very seriously, realizing that the boys are individual works-in-
process. Therefore, we will say it time and again… "It's the long view, son/mom/dad. We're working 
toward becoming a responsible, respectful, righteous man here." I know we cannot achieve such lofty 
aspirations, such Great Expectations, without the mercy of God. Pray for your sons. Pray for us 
instructors. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, I urge you to contact other MUS parents whom you may know, 
those who have been through the drill. Their transparency should aid you. 
 
Clarity and approachability are big deals to us, and we want to offer our candid perceptions of what 
happens here as you become our partner along your son's challenging academic journey. Through our 
meetings, our telephone calls, the e-mails, and the Blog, we want our interaction to be timely, 
responsive, understandable, efficient, and empathetic. We respect your son, your family, your time, and 
your significant financial commitment to your son's education. Thus, ready access to our staff is healthy 
and reasonable. 
 
We want this transition to be as smooth as possible for your entire family. There are a lot of moving 
parts at play as everyone in seventh grade transfers into the school as a new student with his particular 
nuances. Satisfactorily addressing every concern sometimes takes more time than in a normal business 
transaction. It's just the quirky nature of schools I've come to appreciate. Your patience is therefore 
appreciated. Please e-mail me if you have a question that cannot wait until I'm back in the office at the 
end of July. I check e-mail regularly. If you must speak to someone before then, please feel free to call 
the Business Office, the Academic Dean, or the Headmaster's office at (901) 260-1300.  If it can wait, 
I'll see you at Parent Camp. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
S. Clay Smythe 
Lower School Principal 
E-mail: Clay.Smythe@musowls.org 
www.musowls.org 
 


