
You have recently received an Individual Narrative Report of your son’s performance on 
a Comprehensive Test (CTP 4) that assesses eight areas of verbal and math ability.  
The first table at the top of the report provides the percentile rank of your son’s test 
score on each subtest he took.  The first (shaded) column provides how his score 
compares to scores of students from all schools in the nation (public, private, city, 
country, etc).  The second column compares your son’s scores to those of students in 
private, independent schools like MUS. 
 
The scores in this first table are presented in the form of percentile rank.  This tells how 
your son’s score compares to the other students by telling you what percent of other 
students scored lower than your son.  So, a score of 75 tells you that your son’s score is 
higher than the scores of 75% of the students taking the test, but not as high as the top 
25% of scores of students taking the test.  As a general rule, because students in the 
Independent Schools perform, as a group, better than the National group, the percentile 
rank score your son receives relative to the Independent School group will be lower. 
 
Also included in this first table is a grouping of scores into nine groups that roughly 
correlates to the percentiles.  These nine groups are called stanines. For example, the 
top 4% of scores are in stanine 9, the bottom 4% in stanine 1.  The size of the stanine 
groups varies, with the middle stanines being larger.  The Educational Testing Service 
has included the table below in its Interpretation Folder: 
 
 STANINE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS     PERCENTILE RANKS 
 
       9    4          96-99 
       8    7          89-95 
       7    12          77-88 
       6    17          60-76 
       5    20          40-59 
       4    17          23-39 
       3    12          11-22 
       2    7            4-10 
       1    4            1-3 
 
 
Stanines are just another format for comparison of test scores. 
 
The second table includes a series of diamonds, representing the percentile of your 
son’s score on each subtest, relative to the National norms.  The shaded area (bar) 
extending front and back from each diamond tells you the likely range of test scores 
your son would receive if he took the test repeatedly, many times.  This is important 
because some days your son will perform better than others, he might do better on one 
version of the test containing different test questions, and so on.  These test scores, 
while useful, must be considered in light of other test scores, actual classroom 
performance, etc. 
 



The bottom part of the report provides descriptions of what each of the subtests is 
designed to measure. 
 
As stated in the cover letter you received with your son’s test report, if you have any 
questions regarding this test, please call Eddie Batey, Lower School Counselor, at 260-
1326.  Also, a test interpretation folder provided by the Education Testing Service may 
be picked up outside the main office of the Lower School. 
 


