
7th-Grade Summer Reading List 
 

Students choose to read any three books from the list. 
On his honor, a student should choose books he has not yet read. 

 
 
Crispin: The Cross of Lead.  Written by Avi.  Historical Fiction.  First in a series. 
 A serf in 14th-century England, 13-year-old Crispin is feeling more powerless than 
ever after his mother’s death, especially since he’s been accused of a theft he did not commit 
. . . the punishment for which crime is death at the hands of anyone who sees him.  Crispin 
must flee.  His journey – ultimately to answer questions about his mother and unknown 
father – is a thrilling one. 
 
Tangerine.  Written by Edward Bloor.  Fiction. 
 New town, new house, new school.  Great.  But Paul Fisher is determined to be 
positive about his family’s move, and he begins to settle in by making friends and trying out 
for the middle-school soccer team.  Not everything about his new life in Tangerine, Florida, 
will go smoothly, though, and Paul will make some important and unexpected discoveries 
about his new friends, his family, and himself. 
 
 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham.  Written by Christopher Paul Curtis.  Fiction. 
 Hop in the car with the “Weird Watson” family.  They’re driving from their home in 
Michigan to visit a relative in Birmingham, Alabama.  This novel is the story of a family that 
must face, as so many others did, the injustices and violence of the South in the early 1960’s.  
Though the characters must confront some serious realities, their voices are lively, and their 
story is filled with humor and love. 
 
 
Sherlock Holmes: The Hound of the Baskervilles.  Written by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.  
Mystery. 
 A man’s body found on the moors.  An old legend.  The footprints of a gigantic 
hound.  Sherlock Holmes takes the case. 
 
 
The Graveyard Book.  Written by Neil Gaiman.  Fiction. 
 “There was a hand in the darkness, and it held a knife.”  Thus begins the story of 
Nobody Owens who, for quite practical reasons, is growing up in a graveyard, raised by the 
dead. 
 
 
Among the Hidden.  Written by Margaret Peterson Haddix.  Dystopian Fiction.  First in a 
series. 
 What would you do if you were your parents’ beloved third child . . . in a place and 
time when third children are outlawed?  You’d live as a “shadow child,” like Luke Garner. 
 
 



 
Far North.  Written by Will Hobbs.  Adventure Novel. 
 Stranded in the Northwest Territories of Canada, 15-year-old Gabe Rogers and two 
companions must physically survive not only the sub-arctic temperatures but also the 
constant threat of starvation.  The challenges of mental survival, though, are sometimes just 
as difficult: Will they ever be rescued? 
 
 
The Bartimaeus Trilogy: The Amulet of Samarkand.  Written by Jonathan Stroud.  Fantasy.  
First in a series. 
 Set in an alternate-world London in which magicians are the ruling class, this novel 
follows the adventures of Nathaniel, a young, up-and-coming magician, and Bartimaeus, the 
ancient (and sarcastic) djinni summoned to help him steal a great treasure, the Amulet of 
Samarkand.   
 
 

 


