
The problem with his grades on writing assignments is primarily a lack of 
proofreading.  For example, his most recent book report (69/D+) contained three 
miscopied quotations and a run-on sentence.  The proofreading standards for eighth-
graders won't allow a grade higher than D for a paper with two miscopied quotations 
and one run-on sentence.  So his grade is really determined by those errors.  To avoid 
the miscopied quotations, The Student should compare what he has typed into his 
paper with what the book actually says to ensure that every word, every mark of 
punctuation, etc. are exactly the same.  I think that the presence of the run-on 
sentence in the paper is not due to his not knowing what a run-on is since we have 
studied that error numerous times and had two tests over it; rather, I believe he did 
not proofread as carefully as he might have to locate such errors and correct 
them.  Without these four proofreading errors, the essay would have received an 80, 
not higher because it needed explanations of how the evidence presented illustrates 
the trait The Student says it does.  His first book report suffered from similar 
problems that also prevented its grade from being higher than 69 even in a revision 
of an earlier version.  Other outside-class essay grades have been 78 and 79. 

The Student's last literature test of the third quarter did not exhibit any particular 
deficiency.  He missed 8 of 20 vocabulary-matching questions, 6 of 17 quotation 
identifications (and lost 1 1/2 points for misspelling three names), 6 of 20 objective 
multiple-choice questions, and 6 of 13 true/false questions.  He lost 7 of 30 possible 
points on the essay.  Generally, he missed 30 to 45 per cent of the various types of 
objective questions and lost 20 per cent of the essay's value.  

His daily grades (quizzes and homework) for third quarter vary.  He made A's and B's 
on quizzes over spelling rules and mostly A's and B's over spelling 
homework.  Grammar homework varied from 38 to 100 (average of 68) and grammar 
quizzes varied from 35 to 80 (average of 60).  On four objective short-story quizzes, 
he made 80, 40, 100, 100.  And on a vocabulary matching quiz two days before the 
short-story test, he made a 22. 

During third quarter, his performance on grammar homework (68), grammar quizzes 
(60), and grammar tests (73, 67) has been pretty consistent. 

In class, The Student appears to be doing exactly as he should:  he is attentive and 
regularly asks questions about what he doesn't understand.  I assume from this 
behavior that he's taking good notes when we review short stories, etc.  He has come 
to see me for extra help several times; in fact, he's coming this Thursday during his 
study hall. 

The two direct suggestions I have for grade improvement are for him to proofread 
essays more carefully and to learn vocabulary words by mastering a few words each 
day.  (Had he missed no vocabulary words, his quarter grade would have been two 
points higher.)  Also, he should continue to see me for extra help whenever he needs 
it or to visit English lab.  His performance on grammar seems to be the area in which 
help from me--in class or in my office--might make the biggest difference in his 



grade.  In other areas, improvements in his own proofreading and daily study should 
boost grades. 

I'm sorry I have no better explanations than what I've presented here, but I hope the 
division into the various parts that contribute to his grade is helpful in understanding 
the overall grade. 

Mr. Shelton 

 


